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interpretation. Blumenbaeh, he declares, begins all explanation of " organised matter " with an " original organisation," and calls the power of matter to fashion itself on the basis of this organisation a formative impulse (Bildungstrieb).
The reader who has carefully followed our analytic exposition of the history of Vitalism will be highly surprised on reading these words.
Kant accepts epigenesis, talks of the " productive faculty of the generation," asserts his agreement with Blumenbach, the Vitalist, and then quotes Blumenbach amiss, i.e. expressly in the sense of a static teleology which rests upon " original organisation," and in words which that writer never used himself.
To sum up everything which has been said in our detailed exposition about Kant's attitude to the fundamental questions of biology, his doctrine may be used in support of the following :
First, of a purely descriptive and exclusively " regulatively judging" teleology which abstains on principle from pressing for any more final explanation : though for this abstention no valid ground is adduced ;
Secondly, of a Vitalism which seems to him doubtful only because he is preoccupied with the dogma of the ultimate reducibility of all natural phenomena to previous phenomena of motion, a postulate which, at any rate in reference to living beings is quite untenable ;
Thirdly, of a static teleology, or the theory of a given structure on the basis of which everything